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On  the  morning  of  June  15th  1874,  a party  of  three,  evidently 
'‘on  pleasure  bent’^  gathered  at  the  station  of  the  Air  Line  Rail- 
road at  Woonsocket,  R.  1.  The  party  consisted  of  Peter  B. 
Holmes,  Mrs.  Frank  M.  Cornell  and  the  writer  of  this  sketch. 
Had  any  one  taken  the  trouble  to  listen  to  our  conversation,  he 
or  she  would  have  learned  three  facts,  firstly,  that  our  destina- 
tion was  the  British  Provinces;  secondly,  that  we  belonged  to 
the  Order  of  Sons  of  Temperance,  and  thirdly,  that  the  object  of 
our  journey  was  to  attend  the  Thirtieth  Annual  Session  of  the 
National  Division  of  that  Order;  which  was  to  be  held  at  Otta- 
wa, Ontario. 

Arriving  in  Boston,  w^e  took  cars  for  the  Lowell  depot,  left 
our  baggage  and  then  separated,  to  meet  again  at  noon  or  at 
night  as  we  saw  fit.  We  found  friends,  visited  picture  galler- 
ies, and  passed  the  day  very  pleasantly,  meeting  at  the  Lowell 
depot  just  before  six.  Soon  after  we  arrived.  Brother  Monroe 
came  in,  he  being  the  only  representative  from  Providence  who 
was  going  our  way.  We  were  somewhat  disappointed  as  we 
expected  to  meet  quite  a number  of  our  Rhode  Island  brothers 
and  sisters  here. 

We  left  Boston  at  6 o’clock,  arriving  in  Lowell  at  7.  From 
there  to  Manchester  the  ride  was  delightful,  going  by  the  wat- 
er nearly  all  the  way.  It  was  very  calm,  scarcely  a ripple  up- 
on its  surface,  and  the  trees  upon  the  land  and  their  shadows 
in  the  water,  made  the  scenery  appear  more  like  that  of  a fairy 
land  than  like  anything  which  one  might  expect  to  meet  with 
in  "stern  rock  bound  New  England. 
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After  leaving  Manchester,  we  passed  Hooksett,  Concord 
and  Fisherville.  It  was  then  after  9 o’clock,  and  from  that 
time  until  morning  we  could  see  very  little  that  was  going  on 
outside,  so  we  enjoyed  as  much  as  we  could  inside  of  the  cars, 
now  and  then  indulging  in  a short  nap.  We  passed  Franklin, 
East  Andover  and  Danbury,  stopping  at  the  latter  place  ten 
minutes  for  refreshments,  but  as  we  had  ours  with  us  we  could 
take  them  anytime  we  wished.  We  passed  Lebanon  the  sha- 
ker village  at  11  o^clock,  but  saw  nothing  of  the  shakers, 
probably  they  had  retired  long  before  that  time. 

June  16th. — At  a little  before  five  in  the  morning,  we  ar- 
rived at  Richmond,  then  on  towards  St.  Albans.  We  enjoyed 
the  ride  through  that  section  of  the  country  very  much.  The 
houses  were  scattered  here  and  there,  some  perched  on  high 
hills,  others  nestling  in  the  beautiful  valleys,  most  of  them  so 
small  that  it  seemed  hardly  possible  for  a person  of  ordinary 
stature  to  stand  upright  in  them.  In  the  distance  we  could 
see  the  mountains  towering  towards  heaven,  the  whole  land- 
scape presenting  a scene  which  has  indelibly  impressed  itself 
on  the  recollection  of  at  least  one  of  our  party. 

It  was  half  past  six  when  we  arrived  at  St.  Albans  where  we 
changed  cars,  and  here  we  found  that  we  had  many  more 
brothers  and  sisters  with  us  who  had  taken  sleeping  cars  from 
Boston,  and  had  not  made  their  appearance  until  we  changed 
cars  at  St.  Albans.  At  1.  16  the  train  stopped  on  the  bridge 
crossing  Lake  Champlain. 

The  lake  on  this  summer  morn  looked  splendidly.  Three 
steamers,  namely,  the  Champlain,  Adirondack  and  Oliver  Bas- 
com,  were  in  sight  and  in  the  distance  lay  Fort  Montgomery. 
At  8 o^cloek  we  arrived  at  Champlain,  a very  pretty  place, 
then  on  to  Mooer’s  Forks  and  Altona.  All  along  the  route  bo- 
quets  were  gathered  and  presented  and  speeches  made  to 
make  the  time  pass  pleasantly.  The  next  place  of  any  size 
was  Malone,  where  we  arrived  at  a little  past  ten,  the  train 
stopping  in  front  of  the  common  near  the  Ferguson  House. 
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On  we  went,  past  Bangor,  Pottsdarn  Junction  and  Lisoon, 
arriving  at  Ogdensburg  at  12.  30.  We  crossed  to  Prescott 
in  the  ferry  boat,  and  there  met  many  more  brothers  and  sis- 
ters from  different  States.  Our  baggage  was  examined  here, 
but  the  examination  was  simply  a matter  of  form,  the  officers 
probably  thinking  that  we  looked  too  honest  to  be  smugglers. 

Left  Prescott  just  before  two.  On  our  way  from  there,  tall 
trees  were  the  first  feature  of  attraction;  then  fields  for  many 
miles  that  had  been  burned  over,  some  trees  standing  like  mon- 
uments of  every  shape  and  size  imaginable;  fit  emblems  of  the 
desolation  which  surrounded  them.  Anon  small  log  cabins 
and  barns  presented  themselves,  and  farther  on,  houses  of  va- 
rious forms  and  various  kinds  of  materials,  such  as  wood, 
bricks,  logs  &c.  Although  the  journey  had  been  a very  pleas- 
ant one,  we  were  not  sorry  when  at  4.  30  the  train  stopped  at 
Ottawa  and  our  ride  of  500  miles  was  accomplished. 

It  had  been  raining  very  hard,  and  the  streets  were  very 
muddy,!  but  an  omnibus  was  in  waiting  to  take  us  to  the  Albion 
House,  so  that  the  mud  made  but  little  difference  to  us.  Six 
of  our  brothers  besides  our  party  stopped  at  the  same  hotel. 

June  Ifth. — We  arose  early  enough  to  take  along  walk  be- 
fore breakfast.  At  10  o’clock  we  went  to  Temperance  Hall, 
where  the  30th  annual  session  of  the  National  Division  was  to 
be  held.  What  a flood  of  thoughts!  flashed  through  our  minds 
as  we  greeted  our  brothers  and  sisters  from  the  British  Prov- 
inces, and  realized  how  different  a purpose  had  brought  us  to- 
gether on  this  nth  of  June  1874,  from  the  one  which  caused 
our  ancestors  to  meet  on  Bunker  Hill  just  99  years  before. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  11  o’clock,  all  the  offi- 
cers were  in  their  places.  After  the  opening,  16  candidates 
were  initiated,  including  Brother  J.  W.  Willett  of  R.  I. 

Then  came  the  report  of  the  M.  W.  P.  It  was  an  able  and 
interesting  document.  It  has  of  course  been  printed,  and  all 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  read  it,  but  only  those  who  were 
so  fortunate  as  to  hear  the  eloquent  and  impressive  language 
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as  it  fell  Irom  his  lips,  will  be  able  to  fully  appreciate  its  merits. 
At  noon  it  being  rainy,  one  of  the  Ottawa  brethren  kindly 
took  us  to  the  hotel  in  his  carriage.  We  attended  the  ses- 
sions the  rest  of  the  day,  and  found  them  very  interesting 
and  profitable,  but  as  the  proceedings  will  be  published  and 
circulated,  we  refrain  from  going  itito  details  here. 

In  the  evening  Thomas  Cook  the  great  London  excursionist 
addressed  the  meeting  and  his  remarks  were  listened  to  with 
a great  deal  of  interest.  He  said  that  his  first  excursion  was  a 
temperance  one.  He  then  spoke  of  his  large  boarding  house 
in  London,  which  was  in  charge  of  his  wife  and  daughter  du- 
ring his  absence.  During  the  year  1862,  he  accommodated 
20,000  different  people  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  but  no 
wine  was  furnished,  although  many  say  that  they  cannot  live 
in  London  without  it.  He  said  that  he  had  often  had  reason 
to  feel  ashamed  of  Americans  who  claimed  to  be  temperance 
men  at  home,  but  drank  wine  in  Europe. 

June  18th. — This  day  had  been  set  apart  for  an  excursion, 
and  at  8 o^clock  we  left  the  hotel  and  walked  to  the  depot, 
where  we  took  cars  for  Britania  about  5 miles  away.  There 
we  went  on  board  the  steamer  Jennie  Cassels,  accompanied 
by  an  excellent  band  of  music,  and  had  a delightful  sail  of  over 
30  miles  on  the  beautiful  river  Ottawa.  The  principal  point  of 
attraction  was  Shaw  Falls.  Those  must  be  seen  to  be  appreci- 
ated, no  description  can  do  justice  to  the  subject.  Their  gen- 
eral appearance  is  that  of  an  island  of  trees,  with  falls  of  wat- 
ter  pouring  out  of  them  in  many  places.  It  is  a grand  sight, 
and  we  would  have  been  glad  to  obtain  pictures  of  them,  but 
they  have  never  been  able  to  get  in  any  position  to  take  them 
as  yet.  We  arrived  at  Upper  Ottawa  at  1 o^clock,  and  while 
part  of  our  company  were  taking  dinner,  the  rest  of  us  took  a 
ride  of  three  miles  in  the  horse  cars  to  a place  called  Pontiac, 
stopped  there  a few  moments,  and  returned  to  the  boat  which 
started  very  soon.  As  soon  as  the  tables  could  be  reset,  we 
sat  down  to  partake  of  various  kinds  of  meats,  pies,  puddings 
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Sic.  and  a pretty  hungry  crowed  we  were.  As  soon  as  dinner 
was  over,  about  250  having  partaken  of  it,  a meeting  was  or- 
ganized in  the  ladies  cabin.  The  M.  W.  P.  presided,  and  rep- 
resentatives from  diiferent  jurisdictions  were  called  upon  to 
speak,  each  speech  to  be  five  minutes  in  length.  We  had  re- 
marks from  Armstrong  of  E.  N.  Y.,  Bell  of  La.,  Van  Court  of 
111.,  Clark  of  Cal.,  Cushing  of  Mass.,  Benedict  of  Conn.,  Man- 
ning of  Ont.,  Smith  of  Md.,  Hopkins  of  N.  Y.,  McCollum  of 
W.  N.  Y.,  song  from  McBonner  and  remarks  from  Duff  of 
Penn.,  Gales  of  Quebec,  Featherstone  of  Ont.  and  Cook  of 
England.  By  that  time  we  were  back  at  Britania,  and  were 
obliged  to  close  the  meeting;  so  that  many  of  the  states  were 
left  out,  and  among  them  our  own  little  Rhody.  It  was  then 
after  five  and  we  being  a little  late,  the  cars  had  left  us,  so 
that  we  enjoyed  ourselves  listening  to  the  music  of  the  band, 
gathering  flowers,  berries  &c.  for  the  next  hour  and  twenty 
minutes. 

It  was  about  1 when  we  arrived  in  Ottawa  and  hurried  to 
our  hotels  to  prepare  for  the  reception  which  was  to  be  held  in 
the  vestry  of  Knox  church.  There  tea  was  served  and  prob- 
ably about  the  same  number  partook  of  it  as  of  the  dinner  on 
board  the  boat.  That  being  over,  we  had  the  address  of  wel- 
come from  brother  Rose  G.  W.  P.  of  Ontario,  then  the  reply 
from  the  M.  W.  P.  Next  came  a poem  from  brother  Carswell 
and  remarks  from  Brown  of  Mass.,  Clark  of  Cal.  and  Ross  of 
Ont.  Then  that  good  old  te  mperance  song,  ^'Tho  Old  Oaken 
BuckeP^  was  sung  by  McDonner  so  acceptably,  that  he  was 
called  out  again,  and  sang  another,  the  name  of  which  was  not 
given.  Then  remarks  from  Merritt  of  N.  Y.  and  Cummings  of 
S.  C.,  after  which  we  closed  with  the  Doxology. 

June  19th. — At  8.  30,  we  met  on  City  Hall  Square  where 
about  thirty  carriages  belonging  to  private  citizens,  were  in 
waiting  to  drive  us  around  the  city.  We  drove  around  the 
Governor’s  grounds,  the  saw  mills  and  Rideau  Falls;  went  all 
through  the  match  factory,  then  to  the  Parliament  buildings. 
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The  carriages  left  iis  here,  and  we  visited  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber, House  of  Commons,  Library  &c.  We  were  shown  a mod- 
el of  the  grounds,  which  were  very  beautiful,  and  we  had  the 
honor  of  sitting  in  the  Queen’s  chair,  after  which,  most  of  us 
went  to  the  hall. 

The  time  set  for  the  meeting  was  11  o’  clock,  but  as  it  was 
nearly  12  when  we  got  together,  we  had  a short  session  and 
adjourned  to  meet  at  2 o’clock.  The  special  order  of  the  af- 
ternoon session  was  the  election  of  officers,  which  resulted  as 
follows.  M.  W.  P.  Brother  Bradley  of  Washington,  M.  W. 
A.  Brother  Carswell  of  Oshawa,  M.  W.  S.  Brother  Hodges 
of  Boston,  M.  W.  T.  Brother  Duff  of  Penn.,  M.  A¥.  Chap. 
Brother  Merritt  of  N.  Y.,  M.  W.  C.  Brother  Anderson  of  0- 
maha,  M.  W.  S.  Sister  Mary  E.  Studley  of  Ohio. 

At  this  time  we  left  the  hall  with  the  intention  of  buying 
some  pictures,  but  accepted  an  invitation  from  a very  kind 
brother  of  Ottawa  to  visit  the  Parliament  Building  and  ascend 
to  the  top  of  the  highest  tower,  262  feet  from  the  ground.  It 
was  a tiresome  journey,  but  the  view  from  the  top  amply  com- 
pensated us  for  our  trouble.  We  tarried  so  long  gazing  at 
the  beautiful  panorama  spread  out  before  us,  that  the  meeting 
was  just  closing  as  we  returned  to  the  hall. 

June  20th. — We  took  a long  walk  in  the  morning,  we  went 
through  the  market  and  into  a French  cathedral  returning  to 
the  hotel  in  time  for  breakfast.  After  that  was  over  we  visited 
the  Jail,  where  we  were  very  courteously  shown  around  bv 
the  Jailer.  He  seemed  to  be  very  much  interested  in  tempe- 
rance work,  saying  that  in  that  vicinity,  it  had  made  such  an 
improvement  in  the  morals  of  the  people  that  he  had  at  pres- 
ent, only  eight  prisoners  under  his  charge,  and  if  the  work 
went  on  in  the  future  as  it  had  in  the  past,  he  believed  that  he 
should  soon  find  himself  in  the  same  position  as  Othello,  ‘diis 
occupation  gone,”  bnt  if  he  lost  it  in  that  way,  he  did’nt  care 
how  soon  it  went. 
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At  11  o’clock  we  went  to  the  hall  and  saw  the  officers  wlio 
were  elected  the  day  before,  installed.  After  the  installation, 
we  had  very  fine  remarks  from  the  Most  Worthy  f^atriarcli, 
also  from  Past  Most  Worthy  Patriarch  Wetmore,  and  at  one 
o’clock  the  National  Division  adjourned  to  meet  in  Providence 
R.  I.  on  the  2nd  VNednesday  in  July  18T5. 

In  the  afternoon  we  visited  the  court  house,  sat  in  the  pris- 
oners’ box  and  Judge’s  chair,  then  visited  a very  pretty  little 
chapel.  After  that  we  went  to  the  canal  and  saw  them  take 
a boat  through  one  of  the  locks.  There  are  nine  locks  in  all, 
giving  a rise  of  83  feet.  AVe  returned  to  the  hotel  just  in 
time  for  tea.  After  tea  we  accepted  an  invitation  from  two  of 
the  Ottawa  brethren  to  go  rowing  on  the  Ottawa  river.  We 
were  on  the  water  about  two  hours,  and  enjoyed  it  very  much. 
We  passed  the  falls,  went  round  Gatna  Point,  and  up  Gatna 
Ba}^  a short  distance,  returning  to  our  hotel  about  bedtime. 

Sunday  morning,  June  21st — We  attended  Knox  Church, 
and  in  the  afternoon.  Brother  Somerville  and  wife  and  Broth- 
er Bartram  called  for  us  to  go  to  a temperance  meeting  in  Tem- 
perance Hall.  Although  it  was  very  stormy,  the  hall  was 
filled  to  overflowing,  and  the  meeting,  a very  interesting  one. 
It  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Brother  Briec  of  Maryland. 
We  had  speeches  from  M.  WA  P.  Bradley,  Clapp  of  Boston, 
Duff  of  Penn,  and  Mrs.  of  N.  Y. 

After  the  meeting,  we  bdue  inany  of  our  friends  good  bye 
as  we  were  to  leave  early  Monda}^  morning.  Two  of  our  par- 
ty went  home  with  Brother  Somerville  and  wife  to  tea,  after 
which,  we  all  attended  the  evening  services  at  their  church. 

Alonday  morning  we  bade  good  bye  to  Ottawa  and  our  kind 
friends,  and  started  in  the  1 o’clock  train  for  home.  Quite  a 
party  of  us  left  Ottawa  together,  but  on  arriving  at  Ogdens- 
burg,  they  began  to  separate;  some  went  up  the  St.  Lawrence, 
some  went  South,  others  turned  their  faces  towards  the  set- 
ting sun;  but  there  was  quite  a party  of  us  to  come  on  to  Bos- 
ton. We  had  about  two  hours  to  wait  at  Ogdensburg,  and 
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we  improved  the  time  by  taking  a stroll  through  the  principal 
streets,  returning  to  the  depot  in  time  for  tlie  eastern  train. 

Soon  alter  leaving  there  we  had  lunch  consisting  of  sand- 
wiches, pies,  cake  &c.  We  arrived  at  St.  Albans  just  before 
dark,  where  we  met  one  of  our  party  who  left  Ottawa  Satur- 
day evening  for  Montreal.  We  waited  at  St.  Albans  an  hour 
and  twenty  minutes,  but  did  not  leave  the  depot  as  we  expec- 
ted the  train  to  start  much  sooner  than  it  did.  Brother  Wet- 
more  remained  with  our  party  until  about  ten,  when  he  retired 
to  the  sleeping  car,  where  he  had  engaged  a berth. 

We  arrived  in  Boston  at  about  9 o^clock  on  Tuesday  morii- 
ning  feeling  very  tired.  Our  party  took  breakfast  at  the  Low- 
ell depot  and  then  went  by  horse  cars  to  the  Worcester  depot, 
where  we  disposed  of  our  baggage.  Brother  Wetmore  left 
us  at  the  Adams  House,  but  before  leaving,  invited  us  to  dine 
with  him  at  that  place  at  half  past  one.  We  accepted  the  in- 
vitation and  had  a very  pleasant  time.  He  went  with  us  to 
the  depot  and  bid  us  good  bye,  promising  to  meet  us  in  Woon- 
socket the  next  night. 

Our  party  arrived  at  Woonsocket  in  due  time,  all  well 
pleased  with  the  trip,  and  if  this  somewhat  rambling  account 
of  it  has  so  far  interested  any  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  as  to 
cause  them  to  resolve  that  they  will  at  the  next  annual  ses- 
sion of  the  National  Division,  '^go  and  do  likewise, the  wri- 
ter will  consider  herself  amply  repaid  for  her  trouble. 


